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Karen Bruker stands naxt to her husband, Dee, as she dascrlbes her excitement about rnovlng into their aoon-to~be-completed apartment on

: « . the 900 block of Broad Street Their homeiis above the insurance agency, Sanford Bruker and Banks, where Dee Bruker has his office.

They never leave work

. Business owners
in downtown are
going back i in tlme

By Gracle Shepherd.
Staff Writer

In past centuries, living above the office was
part and parcel of owning a downtown business.

Since the advent of the suburbs, businessown-

_ers have gotten away from this idea. In downtown -
Augusta, however, a few people still live at work.

John and Ooollee Bricker live above their
vintage clothing store on the 1100 block of Broad
Street. John has lived there for more than 20
years, and the couple has lived there together for
13 years.

The Bricker apartment is 2,300 square feet
and has two bedrooms, two bathmams, a dmmg
room, kitchen, living room, pool room and all the |

-spaciousness they wouid have in a house in the
suhurbs

The building was at one time a post ofﬁce

home to Avrett’'s Hardware, then an antique store
before Ooollee opened her clothing store, Vintage .

Bruker works in his office in the sameBroad Stmt building where he and his wife will soon
be living. Once it was common for owners of businesses in downtown Augusta to live whera

Ooollee. they worked and some cuuples are ﬂndlng that a convenient way to live today.

While some bu siness owners may not like the
constant accessibility to the office, that’s one of
"downtown’s major perks to Ooollee. -
- “I love what I'do, and I love that I'm-always
right here,” she said, “It's comforting.”
- She does bookkeeping once a work for the
* Augusta Arts Council and banks at Georgia Bank
& Trust and Queenshorough Bank & Trust, so there
" are weeks that'she doesn't pull her car out of the
‘s parking area they have behind the building.
~ .7 “Ifwe had a grocery store or a drugstore, I'd
probably nevertouch a car,” she said. R

Moving people downtown, Ooollee said, is the
best way to improve downtown’s atmosphere and
safety, because residents will eare about the area
more than visitors ever could.

“That’s what the whote downtown was cmgx-
nally about,” she said. “Everyone who worked
downtown lived downtown.” -

The Brickers simply enjoy living dovmtown and
hope the downtown frend is here to stay.

“I'ma downtown girl; I love it,” Ooollee said. “I

Karen Bruker describes where she want he grill o oatthelr soon-

to-be—completad home above her husband’s olfice.

~ want more people to hve downtown;’*

Margaret Woodard, the executive director for. -

the Downtown Development Authority, said that
demand for downtown living space in general has
been high, and she doesn’t look for that to change
soon.

“We're seemga,tremendousmterestm pe()ple )

‘returning downtown,” she said.

On the 900 block of Broad Street, Dee and
- Karen Bruker are putting the final touches on
ﬂtli?r apartment abnve Beasmsuxance agency
office.

“They say they can’t Wit to be dowmaww and
closertoall the action.

“We've always known we wanted to move down
here, and as soon as our daughters were gone, it
was time,” Karen said. “It’s just perfect.”

The apartment is up 47 stairs on the third floor
of the building, which also houses an architeetural
. firm and Dee’s insurance agency, Sanford Bruker
and Banks. :

- Karen Bruker talks to Josh cmmbers of Divi

The Brukers’ current home is on Monte Sauo
Avenue, so Dee's commute is already under 10
minutes, Once they move upstairs, it will take
even lesstime. -

The building was built about 1905, Dee esti-
mates, and has had many purposes throughout
the years.

Upstairs, apartments were a constant theme.
and the Brukers feel like they’ré going back to the
building’s original use.

“We’re going backto anold concept, really,”
Dee said.

The Brukers say they expect more downtown

~business owners to make the move dewntown

and look forward to giving a neighborhood feelto

‘downtown Augusta,

' “Everyoneltalktd is real*exctted aboutit. It '
seems hke somethmgthey’d wanttn do, teo;” Dee .
sa:d !

Reach Gracie Shepherd al (706) 823-3217
or gracie.shepherd @augustachronicle.com.

has had several purposas since It was build around 1905. -
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