Downtown Development Authority SPLOST V Public/Private Grant Application
The Downtown Development Authority welcomes grant applications from downtown property owners who have invested in their property and are requesting a financial match for public improvements within the DDA Boundaries.

Grant Amount and Terms
The Downtown Development Authority will determine which projects are eligible for funding due to the extent of funding available. Grant amounts will not exceed $7000 per project and will be a direct match to the applicant’s investment. The applicant’s project must be completed and applicant must provide paid invoices as proof of completion. At its discretion, the DDA may decide to grant an amount less or more than the amount requested in the application.

Eligibility Considerations
To the extent possible successful applications should exhibit the following:

· Capital façade improvements and development or redevelopment of buildings.

· A realistic project with a reasonable budget and timeframe for completion.

· A satisfactory and complete application.

Eligible Uses
Once approved and private capital projects are completed, funds may be used for such activities as sidewalk repair/replacement, new street lighting, public fixtures and furniture. Public improvements must be in compliance of DDA or Richmond County standards. The DDA will manage the competitive bid process and project management.

Ineligible Uses 
Funds may not be used for operating expenses and administration.

Review of the Loan Application
All applications shall be reviewed to determine the merit of the project and the use of the proposed funds.  In determining whether an applicant shall receive a grant, the following criteria will be considered:

1. Each application will be reviewed based upon an analysis of the proposed projects potential enhancement, overall project feasibility, project impact and soundness of the proposed project. The analysis will include but is not limited to factors such as impact on the tax base, consistency with local development plans, goals and objectives, project readiness, reasonableness of cost estimates, elimination of blight, total private capital investment, and historic preservation impact.

2. In its review of applications, the DDA may, at its discretion, consult with other individuals or agencies for the purpose of receiving information or advice. All relevant supporting documentation available shall be attached (plans, studies, appraisals, etc.) See the attached Supporting Documentation List of the application for further information.

3. The criteria list in this application is designed to assist the DDA in making its decision and provide applicants with guidance as to the factors that their application needs to address in order to be competitive. The decisions made by the DDA shall be final and conclusive.

Statement of Conditions
In addition to the specific certifications made by the applicant in accepting the commitment letter and in executing the grant agreement, the recipient further certifies the following:

1. No applicable state laws, rules, regulations or applicable local ordinances shall be violated in carrying out the project and expending the grant proceeds.

2. No real or apparent conflict of interest shall be engaged in by any official, employees or agent of the recipient and any member of their immediate family, their partners and any organization which employs or is about to employ any of the above. This prohibition prohibits both the solicitation and acceptance of gratuities, favors or anything of monetary value from contractors, potential contractors or parties or sub-agents. It is the responsibility of the recipient to disclose to the DDA any relationship that might create a real or apparent conflict of interest as soon as the recipient becomes aware of it.

3. The recipient’s accounting records of the grant funds shall be maintained in a manner consistent with generally accepted accounting standards.

4. Grant funds shall be disbursed by the DDA in accordance with the provisions of the grant agreement.

5. The DDA may make reviews and audits of the project including on-site reviews as may be necessary or appropriate to implement the program and insure the requirements contained in the grant agreement are met. In the case of noncompliance, the DDA at its sole discretion shall take such actions as it deems appropriate to prevent continuance of the deficiency and prevent a recurrence.

6. The recipient may be required to submit progress reports to the DDA. Failure to submit may result in a request for immediate repayment of all grant funds from the recipient to the DDA.

7. The DDA reserves the right to establish other guidelines or requirements in order to further the purposes of the DDA Grant program.

8. The DDA reserves the right to request additional information as needed.

How to Apply
Completed applications should be submitted to:

The Downtown Development Authority of Augusta, GA

Attention: Margaret Woodard, Executive Director

936 Broad Street, Ste 107

Augusta, GA 30901

NOTE: Please submit 4 copies of the application and supporting documentation

If you have any questions, please contact Margaret Woodard at 706-722-8000.

SECTION A – GENERAL INFORMATION

Applicant Information

	Date:
	

	Applicant Name:
	

	Business Name:
	

	Business Address:
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	E-mail:
	


Project Summary:

	1. Total private capital project costs:
	


	2.   Provide a brief description of the private capital improvement project: 

	


	3. Grant fund amount requested for public improvements:  
	


	4. Provide a brief description of the public improvement project the funds will be for:

	


	5. Location of project:
	


	6.  Describe the specific downtown needs this project will address:

	


7. Please attach before and after photographs of completed private capital project.
8.  Please attach paid invoices in the amount of private capital project.
Certification:

I certify that the information contained in this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  I further understand that the DDA has the right to request additional information as needed.
	

	Signature of Applicant

	

	Print Name and Title

	

	Date

	

	Telephone Number


